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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment/Arguments 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Response/ Amendment filed on June 22 nd , 2005. 
Claim 5 is now canceled. Claims 1-4 and 6-20 are now pending in the application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 13-14 and 17-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Westerlund et al. (U.S.6,757,654; hereinafter refer as 'Westerlund') in view of Rosenberg et 
al. (U.S.6,141,788; hereinafter refer as 'Rosenberg'). 

- In regard to claim 13, Westerlund discloses in Figs. 6-8 and in the respective portions 
of the specification about the method and system for improving forward error correction TEC 
technique (for example see fig. 7; Abstract), which comprising the steps of receiving the data 
packet ('packet') that contains data and first FEC data (for example see figs. 6-8; col. 10, lines 
19-24; wherein each packet comprises primary and redundant data 'first FEC data" as disclosed 
in col. 7, lines 30-22; col. 9, line 64-66) and deciding whether to use the second FEC data to 
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process the data (for example see col. 10, lines 21-24; wherein the redundant data is pertained 
from the previous packet "second FEC data" as disclosed in col. 10, lines 1-11). Westerlund 
does disclose about the technique for transferring the primary and redundant data in separate 
packets, i.e. 'data packet' and 'redundant packet', or other alternative formats (for example see 
col 23, lines 10-16); however, Westerlund lacks what Rosenberg discloses an "FEC packet" 
(for example see col. 2, lines 27-33). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
was made to implement the "FEC packet" as taught by Rosenberg into the Westerlund's 
'redundant packet', with the motivation being to create an FEC packet associated with a given 
data packet that can be sent to both FEC-capable and FEC-incapable receivers as disclosed in 
Rosenberg: col. 1, lines 53-56; col. 2, lines 39-41, for error correction on the data packet. 

- Regarding claim 14, in addition to features in base claim 13 (see rationales pertaining 
the rejection of base claim 13 discussed above), Westerlund lacks what Rosenberg further 
discloses processing the data using second FEC data to produce partially decoded data (for 
example see col. 3, lines 10-23; wherein the f(a,b) of the FEC packet can be used to recover the 
lost media payload b). 

- In regard to claim 17, in addition to features in base claim 13 (see rationales pertaining 
the rejection of base claim 13 discussed above), Westerlund further discloses about the 
processing the data using only the first FEC data (for example see col. 10, lines 21-24). 
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- Regarding claim 19, in addition to features in base claim 13 (see rationales pertaining 
the rejection of base claim 13 discussed above), Westerlund lacks what Rosenberg further 
discloses about ignoring the second FEC data to conserve power (for example see col. 2, lines 
39-41; where although it is not stated that a result is the conservation of power, it is an effect of 
ignoring FEC packet data as noted by applicant in the claim; therefore all systems that ignore 
FEC packet data will conserve power). 

It would have been obvious to one with ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention 
to decide whether or not to use the second FEC data for the purpose of allowing FEC-incapable 
receivers not able to handle FEC data to simple ignore it. The motivation for giving receivers the 
ability to ignore FEC data would be so that these receivers can still receive the transmitted data 
but not use the error correction of the FEC data; therefore, conserving the consumed power. 

- In regard to claims 18 and 20, in addition to features in base claims 13 and 17 (see 
rationales pertaining the rejection of base claims 13 and 17 discussed above), Westerlund and 
Rosenberg disclose the method for applying forward error correction in the transmission 
network in sequencing order as disclosed in Rosenberg: fig. 1. It is obvious that the order of the 
process designed by the system engineering as choices, which is different from system to system 
and can be programmed by engineering choices. 

Thus it would have been obvious to the person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made to implement the invention as taught by Westerlund and Rosenberg in 
a sequencing order, wherein the order is provided as system engineering choices by 
programming code for the application as desired. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 13-20 have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 15-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

6. Claims 1-4 and 6-12 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
Many references in the art disclose the method and system for using the forward error 
correction. Most of those references are comprising first FEC encoder/decoder, second FEC 
encoder/decoder for providing the error correction codes for the encoded data, such as that found 
in Hwang, Seong-Kyu [U.S. 6,490,260], Maiuzzo [U.S. 2003/0192001], Kidorf et al [U.S. 
2002/0056064]. But no prior art reference utilizes the second FEC encoder and FEC packet 
formatter for encoding and producing second FEC packet when the additional TDMA time slot is 
available for the FEC packet as claimed in the claimed invention 1 ; or where "the first FEC 
decoder partially decode the data payload and second FEC data . . . using the first FEC data 
containing in the FEC packet, the second FEC decoder .... based on the second FEC data" as 
claimed in the claimed invention 8. 
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Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tri H. Phan, whose telephone number is (571) 272-3074. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chau T. Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-3 126. 

Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Randolph Building, 401 Dulany Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Technology Center 2600 Customer Service Office, whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
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system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tri H. Phan 
October 14, 2005 




BRIAN NGUYEN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



